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+ An increase of 19 since our last
meeting July 23.
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RR Employee Perspective
* Reach: 520 people
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"While an incident is tragic for all those involved, rarely has the train crew’s

i been cap Often by the media, we want to give
you a first-hand glimpse into the long-term effects an incident has on the
train crew, their coping skills, and what motivates them to get up every day
and do the job."
http://ow.ly/RBcvk

—

Locomotive engineer: “I was
blowing the whistle, but they
couldn’t hear me” » Operation...

“Locomotive Engineers are the kind of people that like
to feel we have control. We control our train, and yet...
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Railroad tracks, trestles, yards and rights of way are private property. Don't
get caught in an unsafe situation. #SeeTracksThinkTrain
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Trailer TV Appearance

Ka O fan 158

* http:/ /www.nbcneb.com

home / headlines / A—PUSh—tO— Greatrto see the community enjoying the new Operation Lifesaver mobile

education trailer in Gibbon this weekend.

SLI p pOI‘t-LOC al—Business-in— http://www.nbeneb.comy..../A-Push-to-Support-Local-Business-in...
Gibbon-321152621.html Ty

“ Tim Grudzinski in Gibbon

A Push to Support Local Business in Gibbon

The third annual Brick Street Festival is putting the spotlight on local business in
Gibbon.

NBCNEB.COM | BY AMANDA KERSTETTER

Website | www.nebraskaol.org

‘ Donate

Donate “ OL Donations

Operation Lifesaver volunteers strive to make a difference in the community. Please
consider donating to cur organization.

Operation Lifesaver donaticns go directly to the program to help promote rail safety
and save lives. By utilizing volunteers, all donated funds go directly to community
education. Donations are used to purchase materials provided to children, students,
parents, community organizations, bus drivers, truck drivers, college students and
the general public.

Nebraska Operation Lifesaver

Please enter your donation amount.

Purpose Donation  Make This Recurring ~ Total
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Meeting with Nebraska City Public Officials -~ 9/9/2015

Vic Johns Street Commissioner
Father Mike McCabe Superintendent Lourdes Central Catholic
Rasmus Thoeggersen Library Director

Leroy Frans Utilities Manager

Steve Recker Nebraska City Fire/Rescue

Yom Aleo Nebraska City Fire/Rescue

Andrew Snodgrass  Nebraska City Fire/Rescue

Dan Giitinger Public Property Director Nebraska City
Gregg Goebel Otoe County Emergency Management
Mike Riege Otoe County Sherriff Fire/Rescue

Alan Viox Nebraska City Fire Rescue Chief

leff Edwards Supt Nebraska City Public Schools

David Lacy Nebraska City Police Chief

Graysen Path Nebraska City Administrator

Carol Daley Nebraska State Coordinator

Tom Hillyard Nebraska City Operation Lifesaver Project Manager
John Simpson Union Pacific Railroad Safety Department

Deb Ashworth Union Pacific Supt Dispatch
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Above: Harold Jones drives the scale-model train in the Crete Chamber of Commerce Children’s Halloween parade in 2010. Below,
left to right (Courtesy Photos/Tom Parker): A crowd begins to gather in Milford for train rides on Saturday. Jones and his daughter Terrie
Brown stand with the train on its final run. Jones’ crew has included Ed Howard (left) since the beginning and Tom Parker (center) has

driven the train in recent years.

Jones’ railroad makes final run

K.C. Jones Memorial Railroad created lasting memories for three decades

It would be hard to find
any Crete native under 30
years old who has never rid-
den on the K.C. Jones Me-
morial Railroad.

For 29 years, Harold
Jones, of Crete, has operated
his scale-model Burlington
Northern locomotive and
accompanying cars for local
festivals, school and com-
munity events. He’s taken it
around the country, too - all
in the mission to bring joy to
children.

Jones has sold the train
to SMART Transportation
Division in Omaha. SMART
stands for the International
Association of Sheet Metal,
Air, Rail and Transportation
‘Workers. The train’s appear-
ance in Milford on Saturday

was its final run under Jones’

ownership.
The train was built by
Burlington Northern in

1976 at the Havelock shop in
Lincoln and used for promo-
tional events. Jones acquired
the train in 1986 and since
then it has been a staple of
local and regional parades
as well as making important
appearances at children’s
events and camps.

Jones moved to Crete in
1960 as a missile tracking
radar operator at the missile
base east of Crete. He then
worked for Appleby Chevro-
let until 1964 when he began
employment at the Sheldon
Station power plant in Hal-
lam. He retired in 1990.

Jones first took his min-

iature train to Camp Qual-
ity, a camp for children with
cancer in Missouri in 1991.
Then began a long campaign
to help raise funds and bring
a similar camp to Nebraska.

Friend Tom Parker, a
Crete native who moved
back about six years ago,
has helped Jones transport
the train to events and also
driven the vehicle in recent
years.

“I drove the train for two
and a half hours straight
on Saturday, Parker said.
“There were just more and
more children lined up to
go!

This was typical and fit-
ting for Jones train, which
tends to attract children and
raise the level of excitement

wherever it goes. Standard
events for Crete area chil-
dren in recent years were
the Chamber Halloween pa-
rade and Crete Area Medical
Center community picnic.

Parker said Jones never
charged for rides and at most
was probably only given a
stipend for his fuel costs. In
Milford, the train was spon-
sored by Jones Bank.

“He’s been to Amarillo,
Chicago and everywhere in
between” Parker said.

(The Crete News is looking
for readers with local memo-
ries of Jones’ train and events
it took part in during his 29
years of operation. Please
contact our office, or email
newsdesl@cretenews.net with
information.)




