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NEBRASKA OPERATION LIFESAVER 

STATE COMMITTEE MEETING 
January 12, 2017 www.nebraskaol.org 

www.oli.org 

Find us on Facebook: Nebraska Operation Lifesaver 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Carol Daley called the meeting to order and Dan Chapp gave the safety briefing. 

 
INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Anshasi, Abe – Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR) 

Ashworth, Deb – Union Pacific (UP) - Retired 
Barnard-Nobbe, Kathleen, BNSF Railroad 

Chapp, Dan, BNSF Railroad 

Daley, Carol, Executive Director – NE OL 
Donscheski, Doug, Nebraska Trucking Association 

Fogle, Pam 
Grant, Bob, NDOR 

Grimes, Megan, Nebraska Ethanol Board 

Gurwell, Hilda, UP - Retired 
Hillyard, Tom, UP - Retired 

Kearns, Linda, NDOR Highway Safety Office 
Kohout, Marvin, Traffic Safety Plus 

Kotan, Richard, Omaha Public Power District - Retired 

Meyer, Mike, Nebraska State Patrol 
Sindelar, Trevor, NDOR 

Sutherland, Stu - Sarpy County Surveyor – Retired 
Voborny, Amanda – BNSF Railroad 

Wilms, Jeri 
 

Statistics: 

Bob Grant discussed the following handouts (see attachments). 
o Nebraska Traffic Fatality Toll Comparison as of January 12, 2017 

o 2016/2017 Nebraska Railroad Fatalities – Motor Vehicle Traffic Fatalities/Non-Motor Vehicle Traffic 
Fatalities 

 
Carol Daley discussed the following handouts (see attachment). 

o Operation Lifesaver, Inc. Statistics Worksheet (January-December 2016) data current as 1/10/17. This 

sheet has been revised to reflect previous years’ data (2012 to 2016) for comparison.  The source for 
this data is from the Federal Railroad Administration. 

 
Board and Officer Report:  

The NE OL Board of Directors met prior to the State Committee meeting. Those in attendance were: Carol 

Daley, Deb Ashworth, Megan Grimes, Mike Meyer, Richard Kotan, Marvin Kohout, Dan Chapp, and Linda 
Kearns. The items discussed were: NE OL finances, 2016 Goals and Results, 2016 Statistics, 2017 Raffle, 

Training Day at Beaver Lake, new computer, and State Coordinator’s meetings/conferences to attend. The 
meeting was held at the same location as the committee meeting. 

 
General Secretary/Supplies: 

If you are in need of supplies, contact Carol Daley at 402-885-8572 or by email at neolcadaley@cox.net. 

 
Treasurer: 

Balance on hand as of January 1, 2017 was $5,326.93. 
 

http://www.oli.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Nebraska-Operation-Lifesaver/147424071980165
mailto:neolcadaley@cox.net
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Old Business: 

Website/Facebook/Social Media Operation Lifesaver - Nebraska – Megan Grimes 
Megan Grimes reported on the NE OL Social Media and Website. The website is located at 

www.nebraskaol.org.  If you have any suggestions or you would like to add something to the website or 
Facebook page, contact Megan Grimes at megblume@gmail.com. (See attached Social Media/Website Update 

for more detailed information.) 

 
Nebraska (West End) Update – Pat Leahy 

Pat Leahy did not attend. No report was provided. 
 

New OLAV Program for Volunteers /Mentor for New Presenters – Deb Ashworth 
Deb Ashworth discussed the OLAV presenter program.  For each presentation/event given and submitted in the 

OLI system by a presenter a ticket with their name will be put in a drawing for a $100 gift card.  The drawing 

will be held every quarter during the NE OL Committee meeting.  She discussed the expectations for the new 
OLAV presenters.  The plan is to have current presenters mentor the new presenters to get them involved in 

making presentations. 
 

Guest Speaker – Kurt Blodgett with Risk Management – spoke at the November meeting 

(Update from Deb Ashworth). Kurt Blodgett with Risk Management/Union Pacific Railroad gave a presentation 
on Unsafe Motorists.  Kurt manages and coordinates the UP Public Safety, deals with Special Agents, 

Trespassers, embraces the OL program, and is an OLAV presenter.  He gave an excellent presentation.  
 

Broadcast Media House – Michelle Hays 
Carol Daley, Deb Ashworth and Tom Hillyard met with Michelle Hays of Broadcast House Media.  She wants to 

help provide the NE OL safety message to the general public. 

 
Update from American Society of Civil Engineering meeting – Rich Kotan 

Rich Kotan attended the American Society of Civil Engineering meeting in Omaha with approximately 40 people 
attending.  John Simpson talked about the margin of safety and videos on the violence of train and vehicle 

collisions. 

 
Board/Director’s Meeting – All Board Members 

Deb Ashworth reviewed the SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) Analysis of the State 
program.  The main area of concern discussed by the Board was the need to continue to get new OLAVs active 

into the OLI program. 

 
New Business: 

 
OLAV Presentation Drawing 

The first drawing for the OLAV presenter award was held today.  Megan Grimes is the first recipient of the 
$100 gift card for presentations she made from August through December 2016. 

 

Goals & Results for 2016 – Goals for 2017 
Attached are the 2016 Business Goals and Results for Nebraska Operation Lifesaver. 

Attached are the 2017 Business Goals for Nebraska Operation Lifesaver. 
 

Fundraiser Update – Raffle for 2017 – Carol Daley 

The NE OL will be sponsoring another raffle.  NE OL 2016 fundraiser raffle drawing raised $3,638.00. Items to 
raffle off for 2017 were discussed at the meeting. This funding provides funds for NE OL trailer improvements, 

insurance, etc. If you have any suggestions or ideas, please contact Carol at 402-885-8572 or by email at 
neolcadaley@cox.net. 

 
2017 Highway-Rail Safety Conference – Abe Anshasi 

Abe Anshasi invited the committee members to attend the 2017 Nebraska-Kansas-Missouri-Iowa Highway-Rail 

Safety Conference which will be held in Lincoln, NE – March 29-30, 2017 
For more information go to: http://roads.nebraska.gov/business-center/conferences/highway-rail/  

 

mailto:neolcadaley@cox.net
http://roads.nebraska.gov/business-center/conferences/highway-rail/
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Upcoming Events 
Iowa & Nebraska Face/Face Class – Monday, January 16, 2017  

Lincoln Model Train Show – February 18-19, 2017 
2017 Nebraska Highway Safety Conference, Lincoln, NE – Tuesday, March 21, 2017 

 

Storm Chasers, Omaha – May 27, 2017, at 7:05 p.m. 
College World Series, Omaha – June 17 thru June 27, 2017 

 
Adjournment: 

Meeting adjourned. 
Minutes were taken by Linda Kearns.  Any corrections or additions will be noted at the next meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Kearns, Board Member/Recording Secretary 
 
NE OL State Meeting Dates: 

March 9, 2017 - NE OL State Committee Meeting, Havelock Shops, 6600 Burlington Avenue, Lincoln, NE 
April 19, 2017 – OLAV Appreciation Training Day – Beaver Lake Clubhouse, 9410 Clubhouse Circle, 

Plattsmouth, NE 68048 – 8:30 to 4:30 


















